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End of Year Giving 

With the new tax laws in place donors and nonprofits are 

now faced with many challenges. Let me help outline 

some of the key things that you need to think about when 

making your year end giving.   

 Charitable contributions can only reduce your tax bill 

if you choose to itemize your taxes. Generally, you'd 

itemize when the combined total of your anticipated 

deductions—including charitable gifts—adds up to 

more than the standard deduction. Keep track of your 

charitable contributions throughout the year and be 

sure to consider any additional applicable deduc-

tions. Generally, taxpayers use the larger deduction, 

standard or itemized, when it's time to file taxes. In 

order to take a tax deduction for a charitable contri-

bution, you'll need to forego the standard deduction 

in favor of itemized deductions.  
 

2. Do you still want to support the charities that you 

usually do? What if you could support all your     

favorite charities with just one donation? That's the 

power of a donor advised fund with the Fond du Lac 

Area Foundation.   

 A contribution to a donor advised fund is    

deductible in the year you make it. You can 

then choose to recommend  distributions from 

the fund at any time. This is a great way to 

claim a tax deduction immediately for         

supporting your favorite charities in the future. 

 Use this as an opportunity for donating       

appreciated securities as part of your portfolio 

rebalancing. This can help keep your overall 

finances robust, as can donating a  high      

performing stock and buying shares at a higher 

cost basis.  

 Support charities you love, now or over time.  

You can support virtually any IRS-qualified 

public charity with money in a donor advised 

fund. The Foundation will conduct all due   

diligence to ensure the funds granted out 

will be used for charitable purposes and the 

grantee is an IRS-qualified public charity. 

 Create a lasting legacy. Use this as an    

opportunity to create a fund in yours or a 

loved one’s name that will last forever. Put 

something in place now that you can fund 

further in your will or estate plan. 

 

3. Additional Option: If you are 70½ or older, you 

are eligible to make charitable contributions     

directly from your Individual Retirement Account. 

These gifts help satisfy your required minimum 

distribution for the year and reduce your taxable 

income, even if you don’t itemize deductions. IRA 

distributions cannot go to donor advised funds, but 

they can be made to any other fund type. 

 

4. As always, everyone’s tax situation is unique and 

you should always consult your own tax advisor 

before employing any tax planning strategy. If you 

have any questions or want to know more please 

email me joe@fdlareafoundation.com or call me 

at 920-921-2215.  

Say Farewell to Sue Steinbarth 

After 23 years of serving the 

Fond du Lac Area Foundation, 

our beloved Executive Assistant 

Sue Steinbarth is retiring. Her 

last day in the office is Friday, 

October 19th. Come stop by to 

wish Sue good luck in her    

retirement at any time! 

Her position will be filled by 

Erin Mueller. 
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Grant Cycle Two 

Each year the Fond du Lac Area Foundation has two 
competitive grant cycles (January 15th and July 31st) 
where our board of directors uses available dollars 
from our Unrestricted Funds and some Field of        
Interest of Funds to help meet the requested needs of 
our local non-profits. In cycle two of 2018, the Foun-
dation granted out over $58,000. Below is a list of the 
grant recipients.  

    

   Bethany Christian Services 

   The Salvation Army  

   Family Resource Center 

   Fondy Food Pantry 

   Broken Bread 

   National Alliance on Mental Illness 

   The Birky Challenge 

   Friend of the FDL Senior Center 

   Family Connections, Inc. 

   The Gratitude Club, Inc. 

   Rosendale Historical Society 

   Rosendale-Brandon School District 

   Fond du Lac Women’s Chorus 

   Faith Lutheran School 

   South Shore Chorale 

   Alternative Learning Center 

   FDL High School Jazz Clinic 

   Free Spirit Riders 

   The First Tee of Southeast WI 

   Make-a-Wish Foundation 

   FDL Area United Way 

   Sabish Elf Project 

   Children’s Museum of FDL 

   Fond du Lac BMX Club 

   ACE Academy 

2018 Celebration of Giving 

Thank you to our guests at the Annual Celebration of 
Giving, it was a great evening. We were thrilled to be 
able to award two wonderful supporters our 2018 
Legacy Award, The Birky Challenge Group &      
Steve and Mary Millin 


